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The more games that people play, the better ;
but I do not think it is wholesome to talk about
them for large spaces of leisure time, any more
than it is wholesome to talk about your work
or your meals. The result of all the talk about
athletics is that the newspapers get full of them
too. That is only natural. It is the business
of newspapers to find out what interests people,
and to tell them about it ; but the bad side of
it is that young, athletes get introduced to the
pleasures of publicity, and that ambitious young
men think that athletics are a short cut to fame.
To have played in a University eleven is like
accepting a peerage ; you wear for the rest of
your life an agreeable and honourable social
label, and I do not think that a peerage is de-
served, or should be accepted, at the age of
twenty. I do not think it is a good kind of
fame which depends on a personal performance
rather than upon a man's usefulness to the human
race.
The kind of contentment that I should like to
see on the increase is the contentment of a man
who works hard and enjoys work, both in itself
and in the contrast it supplies to his leisure
hours; and, further, whose leisure is full of
varied interests, not only definite pursuits, but
an interest in his relations with others, not only
of a spectatorial kind, but with the natural and